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General Marking Instructions

Introduction

The main purpose of a mark scheme is to ensure that examinations are marked accurately, consistently
and fairly. The mark scheme provides examiners with an indication of the nature and range of
candidates’ responses likely to be worthy of credit. It also sets out the criteria which they should apply in
allocating marks to candidates’ responses.

Assessment objectives
Below are the assessment objectives for GCE Religious Studies

Candidates should be able to:

» demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion, including:
— religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching;
— influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies;
— cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice; and
— approaches to the study of religion and belief (AO1); and

* analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their
significance, influence and study (AO2).

Quality of candidates’ responses

In marking the examination papers, examiners should be looking for a quality of response reflecting the
level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 17 or 18-year-old which is the age at which the
majority of candidates sit their GCE examinations.

Flexibility in marking

Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive. No mark scheme can cover all the responses
which candidates may produce. In the event of unanticipated answers, examiners are expected to use

their professional judgement to assess the validity of answers. If an answer is particularly problematic,

then examiners should seek the guidance of the Supervising Examiner.

Positive marking

Examiners are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what candidates
know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or omissions. Examiners
should make use of the whole of the available mark range for any particular question and be prepared to
award full marks for a response which is as good as might reasonably be expected of a 17 or 18-year-
old GCE candidate.

Awarding zero marks
Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an answer
which is completely incorrect or inappropriate.

Mark schemes for tasks or questions which require candidates to respond in extended written form are
marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written communication.
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Levels of response

In deciding which level of response to award, examiners should look for the ‘best fit’ bearing in mind that
weakness in one area may be compensated for by strength in another. In deciding which mark within a
particular level to award to any response, examiners are expected to use their professional judgement.

The following guidance is provided to assist examiners.

*  Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and should be
awarded a mark at or near the bottom of the range.

* Intermediate performance: Response which clearly merits inclusion in the level and should be
awarded a mark at or near the middle of the range.

« High performance: Response which fully satisfies the level description and should be awarded
a mark at or near the top of the range.

Each of the two assessment objectives have been categorised into five levels of performance relating to
the respective abilities of the candidates. Having identified, for each assessment objective, the band in
which the candidate has performed, the examiner should then decide on the appropriate mark within the
range for the band.

Other Aspects of Human Experience at AS Level
Candidates must engage with other aspects of human experience, when required, to access Bands 3-5.

Synoptic Assessment at A2 Level
Candidates must support their answer with reference to at least one other unit of study to access Bands
4-5.

Candidates must engage with other aspects of human experience in their AO2 response to access
Bands 3-5.

Quality of written communication

Quality of written communication is taken into account in assessing candidates’ responses to all tasks
and questions that require them to respond in extended written form. These tasks and questions are
marked on the basis of levels of response. The description for each level of response includes reference
to the quality of written communication.

For conciseness, quality of written communication is distinguished within levels of response as follows:

Level 1: Quality of written communication is basic.
Level 2: Quality of written communication is limited.
Level 3: Quality of written communication is good.
Level 4: Quality of written communication is very good.
Level 5: Quality of written communication is excellent.

In interpreting these level descriptions, examiners should refer to the more detailed guidance provided
below:

Level 1 (Basic): The candidate makes only a basic selection and use of an appropriate form and style
of writing. The organisation of material lacks clarity and coherence. There is little or no use of specialist
vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are basic and the intended meaning is not
clear.

Level 2 (Limited): The candidate makes a limited selection and use of an appropriate form and style of
writing. The organisation of material may lack clarity and coherence. There is limited use of specialist
vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar may be such that intended meaning is not
clear.
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Level 3 (Good): The candidate makes a reasonable selection and use of an appropriate form and
style of writing. Relevant material is organised with some clarity and coherence. There is good use
of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are sufficiently
competent to make meaning clear.

Level 4 (Very Good): The candidate makes a very good selection and use of an appropriate form and
style of writing. Relevant material is organised with clarity and coherence. There is very good use of
appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are of a very good
standard to make meaning clear.

Level 5 (Excellent): The candidate successfully selects and uses the most appropriate form and style of
writing. Relevant material is organised with a high degree of clarity and coherence. There is widespread
and accurate use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar
are of a sufficiently high standard to make meaning clear.
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A2 BANDS

Total Marks: [20]

Band

AO1 Performance Descriptors

Marks

An excellent response to the question asked.

Demonstrates comprehensive understanding and knowledge.
Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the influence of beliefs,
teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies.

A very high degree of relevant evidence, examples and scholarship.

A sophisticated answer with a clear and coherent structure.

An extensive range of technical language and vocabulary with accurate
use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[17]-[20]

A very good response to the question asked.

Demonstrates a high degree of understanding and almost totally accurate
knowledge.

Demonstrates a high degree of understanding of the influence of beliefs,
teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies.

A very good range of relevant evidence, examples and scholarship.

A mature answer with a mainly clear and coherent structure.

A very good use of technical language and vocabulary with a mainly
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[13]-[16]

A good response to the question asked.

Demonstrates a reasonable degree of understanding and mainly accurate
knowledge.

Demonstrates a reasonable degree of understanding of the influence of

beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies.

A good range of relevant evidence, examples and scholarship.

A reasonably mature answer with some evidence of structure and
coherence.

A good use of technical language and vocabulary with a reasonably
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[91-{12]

A limited response to the question asked.

Demonstrates limited knowledge and understanding.

Demonstrates limited understanding of the influence of beliefs, teachings
and practices on individuals, communities and societies.

A limited range of evidence, examples and scholarship.

A limited answer with limited evidence of structure and coherence.

A limited use of technical language and vocabulary with a limited
command of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[5]-{8]

A basic response to the question asked.

Demonstrates minimal knowledge and understanding.

Demonstrates minimal understanding of the influence of beliefs, teachings
and practices on individuals, communities and societies.

Little, if any, use of evidence, examples and scholarship.

A basic answer with basic structure and coherence.

A basic use of technical language and vocabulary with a poor grasp of
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[11-{4]
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A2 BANDS

Total Marks: [30]

A limited attempt at providing personal insight and independent thought.
A limited answer with limited evidence of structure and coherence.

A limited use of technical language and vocabulary with a limited
command of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Band AO2 Performance Descriptors Marks

A comprehensive and coherent response demonstrating an excellent
attempt at critical analysis.
An excellent attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion
and belief.
An excellent attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to

5 construct well informed and balanced arguments. [25]-[30]
An excellent attempt at providing personal insight and independent
thought.
A sophisticated answer with a clear and coherent structure.
An extensive range of technical language and vocabulary with accurate
use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
A very good response demonstrating a very good attempt at critical
analysis.
A very good attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion
and belief.
A very good attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to

4 construct well informed and balanced arguments. [19]-{24]
A very good attempt at providing personal insight and independent
thought.
A mature answer with a mainly clear and coherent structure.
A very good use of technical language and vocabulary with a mainly
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
A reasonable response demonstrating a good attempt at critical analysis.
A good attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and
belief.
A good attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to construct

3 well informed and balanced arguments. [13]-[18]
A good attempt at providing personal insight and independent thought.
A reasonably mature answer with some evidence of structure and
coherence.
A good use of technical language and vocabulary with a reasonably
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
A limited response demonstrating a modest attempt at critical analysis.
A limited attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and
belief.
A limited attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to construct

2 well informed and balanced arguments. [71-[12]

A basic response demonstrating little attempt at critical analysis.

A basic attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and
belief.

A basic attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to construct
well informed and balanced arguments.

A basic attempt at providing personal insight and independent thought.

A basic answer with basic structure and coherence.

A basic use of technical language and vocabulary with a poor grasp of

spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[1]-{6]
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1 (a)

14755.01 F

Section A

Answer two questions from this section

In what ways can Narrative Criticism be used to understand Luke’s Gospel?

Answers may include:

Exploration of Narrative Criticism as a text centred approach — looking
at the text rather than seeking to discover the historical author or
readers.

It helps understanding by allowing interpretation of the Gospels as a
process. It complements the doctrine of inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It
allows the Gospels to be helpful in addressing modern ethical situations
and dilemmas. It aids understanding.

Reflection on the views of Hans Frei who believed the Gospels should
be read as complete narratives as that is how they were intended to be
read hence as a text centred approach.

Consideration of the move away from viewing the Gospels as historical
and towards a more literary approach.

Exploration of implied and real author and reader. The implied author
gives the narrative its point of view.

Discussion of the methodology of Narrative Criticism such as plot,
characters, narrative pattern, setting, characterisation, symbolism, point
of view in adding to understanding of Luke’s Gospel with supporting
exemplification, where appropriate, from the text.

Consideration of the subjective nature of Narrative Criticism as the
reader must engage with the text.

Mention of scholars associated with the Narrative critical approach such
as Rhoades and Mitchie, Culpepper, Kingsbury.

Accept valid alternatives
Mark in levels
(AO1) [20]

AVAILABLE
MARKS




(b) “The fundamental weakness of Narrative Criticism is its focus on the text
itself at the expense of other important considerations.”
Consider critically this view.

14755.01 F

Answers may include:

Consideration of Narrative Criticism which looks at the overall text and
its impact on the life of the reader.

Discussion of understanding the text in its final form. The meaning

of the text is not tied to the original historical community, but arises
from the relationship of the reader to the text which may be seen as a
weakness.

It is a text centred approach which allows the text to be interpreted as a
whole and as a process it is not concerned with historical issues.

It contributes to a holistic understanding of the Gospels rather than
breaking the text into individual units as in the work of Form critics.

It does not rely on a hypothesis such as Streeter’s four-source theory as
in the case of Source Criticism.

It recognises that the Evangelists had literary skills.

Possible counterclaim exploring the limitations of narrative criticism

as an approach such as the belief by some scholars that it is wrong

to apply modern literary techniques to ancient texts. The Gospel is a
unique genre and cannot be judged as fiction. History is disregarded in
Narrative Criticism. It is a subjective process.

Consideration of how other biblical critical techniques which focus

on the historical nature of the Gospels such as Source, Form and
Redaction Criticism have also made valuable contributions to
understanding of the Gospels.

Source Criticism established the sources the Evangelists used when
writing. Form Criticism brought about an understanding of the oral
period and the issues facing the early Church. Redaction Criticism
brought about an awareness of the Evangelists as theologians. All of
which have made valuable contributions to understanding the Gospels.

Accept valid alternatives
Mark in levels
(AO2) [30]

AVAILABLE
MARKS

50




2 (a
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Explain how the title Son of God should be understood.

Answers may include:

Exploration of the title Son of God as a title which displays both
humanity and divinity.

Discussion of the Jewish background to the title where sons of God
applied to angels, kings, righteous people and the nation of Israel,
therefore not exclusively divine as a title.

Consideration of the New Testament use of the title where Son of God
is used by God at both the Baptism and Transfiguration to refer to Jesus
as his divinely appointed son.

Reflection on development of the title from not denoting divinity yet
developing to mean the literal Son of God. In the early Church, it came
to imply shared divinity with God and was established in the Nicene
Creed.

Discussion of Christology and the use of the title by the Synoptic
evangelists in relation to their own Christological approach such as:
Matthew uses the title to connect Jesus to being a descendant of King
David in his genealogy. Mark also refers to the title in his introduction
(1:1). The Messianic Secret motif in Mark.

It connects with Matthew’s overall theology. Fulfilment of Old Testament
prophecies.

Luke presents Jesus as the Messiah connected to Son of God.
Possible mention of the views of Aquinas, Augustine or Irenaeus in
relation to the title.

Accept valid alternatives
Mark in levels
(AO1) [20]

AVAILABLE
MARKS




(b)

14755.01 F

“The command of Jesus to ‘love your enemies’ has always been
unattainable and continues to have no relevance today.”
Critically evaluate this claim.

Answers may include:

Exploration of the view that the command to love was always
unattainable with possible note of the views of Aquinas, Calvin,
Schweitzer, Nietzsche.

Discussion of the view that to some extent Jesus’ teaching on love of
enemies has no relevance for today as it is often impossible to love
without limits and follow this teaching especially when an individual/
group has done wrong and inflicted great damage or harm on an
individual or community.

Consideration of Jesus’ teaching on revenge and it's implications for
today. The question of forgiveness over revenge and retribution. Is
compassion limited?

Discussion of the issue of revenge in relation to capital punishment. The
death penalty is still legal and practiced in several countries such as
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Iran. Is it right to take life from those who have
taken life?

Consideration of the idea of retribution — ‘an eye for an eye’; for some
people the only way to get closure is through revenge and for some
people retribution is the only way to attain punishment. The rise in
honour killings/punishments particularly in India.

Exploration of the concept of collective wrong and how society
communally may blame and take revenge for an act committed by

an enemy as in the case of 9/11 and the ensuing war on terror. The
need for retaliation to achieve exoneration. The rise of nationalism and
patriotism including instances of racism or islamophobia. An increase
in stereotyping and cultural appropriation has made the greatest
commandment more challenging.

Consideration of the teaching of forgiveness without limits and how this
is not relevant today for some who find it impossible to forgive — Winnie
Johnson (mother of Moors Murder victim).

Possible counterclaim that Jesus’ teachings on love of enemies is more
relevant now than ever. The concepts of forgiveness and mercy are still
relevant and necessary in modern society and therefore is relevant.
Discussion of examples of those who have lived up to Jesus’ teachings
on love of enemies past and present showing it is attainable such as
Pope John Paul Il who forgave his assassin or Gordon Wilson who
forgave his daughter’s killers.

Consideration of how ‘love your enemies’ assisted healing in a divided
society, e.g. the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa.
Examination of the psychological perspective that forgiveness has
positive mental health and wellbeing benefits.

Reflection on the work of organisations such as Reflex who practice
restorative practice and compassion for those who have done wrong.

Accept valid alternatives
Mark in levels
(AO2) [30]

10

AVAILABLE
MARKS

50




3 (a)
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Identify and consider the theological features found only in Luke’s account of
the crucifixion, death and burial of Jesus (Luke 23:26-56).

Answers may include:

Discussion of Luke’s unique theological features such as:

Luke’s crucifixion, death and burial narrative reflects his key theological
feature of everything being in accordance with God’s plan. This explains
the crucifixion and death of Jesus especially to the early Church. The
denial of Judas and Peter’s betrayal were all part of God’s plan.

Luke presents the innocence of Jesus as a feature of his crucifixion and
death. The women mourn Jesus. The repentant thief and the Centurion
declare Jesus to be innocent.

Luke’s apologetic purpose carried through to the crucifixion and death
where the Roman authority’s role in the death of Jesus is reduced.
Luke presents Jesus as a compassionate martyr. He comforts the
women on his way to the cross and speaks to the repentant thief

while his suffering is internalised. Luke’s presentation is delicate in
comparison to the other synoptics, e.g. Jesus’ words from the cross are
different in the other Synoptics as Luke’s cry is one of prayer and not
abandonment to reflect a more serene picture.

Luke links the crucifixion to secular history. Luke’s audience of Gentiles
living in a Roman ruled world would have appreciated the connection
Luke made between Christianity and the Roman Empire.

Luke is audience specific, e.g. explaining burial rites such as
preparation day for his Gentile audience.

Possible comparison to other synoptic writers such as Luke does not
have a theology of the cross (theologia crucis) as being Gentile he does
not see Jesus’ death as a sacrifice while Mark sees Jesus’ death as a
ransom.

Accept valid alternatives
Mark in levels
(AO1) [20]

1

AVAILABLE
MARKS




(b) “Nothing is more important than the crucifixion and death of Jesus in the
Christian faith.”
How far do you agree with this view?

Answers may include:

The suffering and death of Jesus is central to Christian belief and faith.
Reflection on the belief that the death of Jesus is an essential part of
the Christian story as without the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross the
Christian theology is not valid. The full redemptive meaning of the
crucifixion is a vital component of Christian belief.

Reflection on Jesus’ death as a sacrifice or ransom — Jesus died on the
cross to save humanity from sin.

Consideration that the passion narratives are the earliest written oral
material in the Gospels, therefore the crucifixion of Jesus was such an
important part of Christian belief that it was the first to be recorded. The
views of Dibelius that the story of the crucifixion was so important it
became a fixed narrative at a very early stage in early Church history.
Exploration of the views of some scholars that Mark’s Gospel is a
passion narrative with an extended introduction. Mark’s concentration
on the theme of suffering. Mark’s theology of the cross.

Reflection on the difficulty faced by the early Church over the death of
Jesus as a criminal and how the evangelists tried to reconcile this fact
with ongoing theological concerns. They wanted to explain why Jesus
had to die in such a horrific way despite the fact he was the Messiah
and God’s son.

Reflection on the symbol of the cross used in Christianity.

Possible counter argument that the resurrection of Jesus is the most
important part of Christian belief — ‘he is risen’ is the central message of
the Gospels. According to St. Paul without the resurrection the Christian
faith would be invalid, therefore considered the most important part of
the Christian faith by the early Church.

Consideration of other important elements such as the miracles or the
birth of Jesus as more important events in the Christian faith.
Exploration of the subjective nature of religious experience and so
what one believes to be central to their faith experience may vary from
person to person, therefore the entirety of Jesus’ life and the events
therein are central to religious belief.

Accept valid alternatives
Mark in levels
(AO2) [30]

14755.01 F

Section A

12

AVAILABLE
MARKS

50

100




Synoptic Bands

Total Marks: [20]

Band

AO1 Performance Descriptors

Marks

An excellent attempt at analysis with a full and highly informed response
to the question.

Demonstrates comprehensive understanding and accurate knowledge of
the themes considering the influence of beliefs, teachings and practices
on individuals, communities and societies.

A very high degree of relevant evidence, scholarship and exemplification
with particular reference to at least one other unit of study.

A sophisticated answer with a clear and coherent structure.

An extensive range of technical language and vocabulary with accurate
use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[17]-[20]

A very good attempt at analysis with a well informed response to the
question.

Demonstrates a high degree of understanding and almost totally accurate
knowledge of the themes considering the influence of beliefs, teachings
and practices on individuals, communities and societies.

A very good range of relevant evidence, scholarship and exemplification
with particular reference to at least one other unit of study.

A mature answer with a mainly clear and coherent structure.

A very good use of technical language and vocabulary with a mainly
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[13]-[16]

A good attempt at analysis with a reasonably well informed response to
the question.

Demonstrates a good understanding and mainly accurate knowledge of
the themes considering the influence of beliefs, teachings and practices
on individuals, communities and societies.

A good range of relevant evidence, scholarship and exemplification with
particular reference to at least one other unit of study.

A reasonably mature answer with some evidence of structure and
coherence.

A good use of technical language and vocabulary with a reasonably
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[91-{12]

A limited attempt at analysis with a limited response to the question.
Demonstrates a limited understanding and limited knowledge of the
themes considering the influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on
individuals, communities and societies.

A limited range of relevant evidence, scholarship and exemplification with
particular reference to at least one other unit of study.

A limited answer with limited evidence of structure and coherence.

A limited use of technical language and vocabulary with a limited
command of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[51-{8]

A basic attempt at analysis with a basic response to the question.
Demonstrates a basic understanding and basic knowledge of the

themes considering the influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on
individuals, communities and societies.

A basic range of evidence, scholarship and exemplification with particular
reference to at least one other unit of study.

A basic answer with basic structure and coherence.

A basic use of technical language and vocabulary with a poor grasp of
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[11-{4]

Candidates must refer to at least one other unit of study in their AO1 response to access Bands 4-5.
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Synoptic Bands Total Marks: [30]

Band AO2 Performance Descriptors Marks

* A comprehensive and coherent response demonstrating an excellent
attempt at critical analysis in relation to other aspects of human

experience.
* An excellent attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion
and belief.
5 * An excellent attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to [25]-[30]
construct well informed and balanced arguments.
* An excellent attempt at providing personal insight and independent
thought.
* A sophisticated answer with a clear and coherent structure.
* An extensive range of technical language and vocabulary with accurate
use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
* Avery good response demonstrating a very good attempt at critical
analysis in relation to other aspects of human experience.
* Avery good attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion
and belief.
* Avery good attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to
4 construct well informed and balanced arguments. [19]-{24]
* Avery good attempt at providing personal insight and independent
thought.
* A mature answer with a mainly clear and coherent structure.
* Avery good use of technical language and vocabulary with a mainly
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
* Areasonable response demonstrating a good attempt at critical analysis
in relation to other aspects of human experience.
+ Agood attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and
belief.
* A good attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to construct
3 well informed and balanced arguments. [13]-[18]
* Agood attempt at providing personal insight and independent thought.
* Areasonably mature answer with some evidence of structure and
coherence.
* Agood use of technical language and vocabulary with a reasonably
accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
* Alimited response demonstrating a modest attempt at critical analysis
which struggles to relate to other aspects of human experience.
* Alimited attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and
belief.
5 * Alimited attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to construct [71-[12]

well informed and balanced arguments.
* Alimited attempt at providing personal insight and independent thought.
* Alimited answer with limited evidence of structure and coherence.
» Alimited use of technical language and vocabulary with a limited
command of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

* Abasic response demonstrating little attempt at critical analysis which fails
to relate to other aspects of human experience.

* Abasic attempt to evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and
belief.

* Abasic attempt using evidence, reasoning and scholarship to construct
well informed and balanced arguments.

* Abasic attempt at providing personal insight and independent thought.

* Abasic answer with basic structure and coherence.

* Abasic use of technical language and vocabulary with a poor grasp of
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[1]-{6]

Candidates must engage with other aspects of human experience in their AO2 response to access Bands 3-5.
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Section B
Synoptic Assessment
Theme: Religious Texts, Authority and Interpretation

You must answer this question.

4 (a) “Religious texts provide an explanation for the problem of suffering.”
With reference to one example, present a case for this statement. You must
support your answer with reference to at least one other unit of study.

14755.01 F

Answers may include:

Reference to one example drawn from non-taught course material.
Presentation for the case that religious texts explain the problem of
suffering.

Understanding of what religious texts teach about the problem of evil
and suffering - The Bible teaches it is part of God’s plan, Genesis

3, joining with Christ’s suffering on the Cross, freewill, individual
conscience. Hinduism teaches suffering is because of one’s own
individual action, The Bhagavad Gita encourages Hindu’s to believe
that everything is part of an eternal cycle. The Vedas explain evil as the
absence of good. Islam teaches the concept of Fitrah, which is an inner
sense of right and wrong. The Qur’an teaches Muslims should treat
others with mercy and make sure that justice is done if they see any
wrongdoing; acceptance of Allah’s will.

Definition of a religious text with possible examples from various world
religions — Old Testament/Torah in Judaism, Bible in Christianity, Qur'an
in Islam.

Discussion of the various interpretations of religious texts and how this
can influence what one can learn from a text, literal and spiritual truths,
fundamental and liberal interpretations, infallibility and change and
development.

Possible acknowledgement of the view that religious texts may not have
fully resolved the problem of evil and suffering. A reliance on blind faith
is characteristic of God’s plan for humanity in some religious texts as a
solution to the problem of suffering.

Consideration of the importance of religious texts, their use in worship
and practice, historical documents containing information about leaders
and their significant teachings and instructions, moral and ethical
guidance and the different emphasis placed on religious texts in various
religions and within denominations.

Consideration of subjective interpretation of texts.

Accept valid alternatives

Mark in levels

Candidates must support their answer with reference to at least one other
unit of study to access Bands 4-5

(AO1) [20]

15

AVAILABLE
MARKS




(b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, critically assess the
view that suffering is the greatest test of faith for all religious believers.

Answers may include:

Candidates must refer to other aspects of human experience.
Agreement with the view that suffering can be a challenging issue for
many religious believers both past and present — possible historical and/
or contemporary examples to clarify this argument.

Discussion of the problem of why innocent people suffer. The challenge
of belief in a God who would allow natural disasters or genocide.
Exploration of the views of theologians and philosophers on the
challenges to faith associated with the concept of evil and suffering,
such as it appears to be inconsistent with the existence of an
omniscient, omnipotent and omnibenevolent God.

The challenges presented by unquestioning commitment to absolute
trust and confidence in God; to belief in life after death.

The various tests of faith faced by Abraham, considered to be the Knight
of Faith.

Discussion of the theodicies to explain the mystery of evil and suffering,
e.g. Augustine, Irenaeus.

Consideration of psychological suffering — belief in God can help
religious believers to cope with some of their most basic fears. Death

is not the end and suffering is not in vain. Suffering can bring a new
perspective to life issues.

Reflection on how various religious believers respond to suffering such
as in Christianity, those who suffer are to be helped through positive
action and prayer. In Islam, Muslims see an overall purpose in suffering
such as it being a test or retribution for a wrongdoing. Some see
suffering as a blessing with a reward in the afterlife. Hindus believe in
ahimsa that all should show kindness and act with non-violence towards
all living things.

Possible counter opinion that suffering is not a challenge to religious
belief as it is part of God’s plan and therefore beyond human
understanding. For people of religious faith, it needs no explanation.
Discussion of the views of psychologists like Freud who believed
religion was “mass-delusion” that offered the certainty of contentment
and protection from suffering.

Consideration of the mystery of suffering as an issue that does not need
to be understood or solved but is part of the natural cycle of life.
References to historical and/or contemporaneous examples to support
claims.

Accept valid alternatives
Mark in levels
Candidates must engage with other aspects of human experience to access

Bands 3-5
(AO2) [30]
Section B
Total

14755.01 F

16

AVAILABLE
MARKS

50

50

150





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


